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1 did not'have moro than half the trouble in keoping them in much better
ordor than in previous years. The Indian populati i i
increaso. The increaso is rather slow among the d

inster to Yale, From the mouth of Harrison River to Pemberton Meadows the
ines i ood, and from Burrard Inlet to Bute Inlet it is v
rapid, especially af th Squamish mission, Burrard Inlet, Shamman, Clahoose, aml
Javer's Inlet. I am glad thero has been very little sickness among them last winter
or this spring and but very fow deaths.” The Indians of Douglas _district, on
the Harrison River, aro not so comfortably situated as other Indians of this agency;
their land from Douglas Lake to Pemberton Meadows is of very poor quality; litile
of it can be cultivated ; they sre obliged o go tho long journey over a difficult trail
and bad canoo travel, to plant their potatoes and other vegotables at Pemberton
Meadows, and convey the produco of such back to their villages in the fall and
winter. ~ Last May the Semalcon band of that district had gone to Pemberton for
the purpose of putting in their crops. Daring their absence a fire occurred which
destroyed the entiro village, twelve dwellings with the whole contents, two stables,
two barns, a church, shanties, fences, and everything aboat the place. I regret the
circumstances very much, as the poor creatures folt exceedingly bul and discouraged
over their great loss. I advised them to go up and live with their friends at Pem.
berton Meadows the coming winter, and in the meantimo to make all preparations pos
siblo for rebuilding their houses, or part of thom, next spring. They
The Shechelt Indians, near Javer's Inlet, are anxious about some land they have been
living on and cultivating for many years. They are increasing in population very
rapidly ; many of their young men and women get married each year. Consequently,
their desiro that the land they have occupied 5o long should be added to the reserves
already sot apart for them, 50 as their young peoplo will bo enabled to get a portion
to sottlo upon. The agricultural implements and oxen purchased last fall for the
Hope Indians, from the proceeds of timber cut by Mr. Ondordonk on their reserve,
has been used by them to good advantago in clearing and caltivating their land. The
$200 worth of lumber purchased for the chief's house has been well used ; he has built
a very good house, which has cost 8750, doing all the carpentor work and labor him-
self. “The Texas Lake Indians have likewise done well, with the ploughs, harrows,
waggons and harness purchased for them ; they have done more improvements on
their land this year than they have dofle all together in ten years previous.

Thave the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
P. MoTIERNAN,
Indian Agent.

Wittiavs' Laks Acexoy,
1z Doa Crewx, 1st Soptember, 1885,
The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sim,—1 have the honor to submit for your information the following snnual
report upon Indiun affairs in this agency.

During the past year the births and deaths in the various reserves have, with
the excaption of the Fountain, about balanced each othor.

That tribe, during the past winter, suffored from an opidemic which proved
fatal to_ many.

In May last I visited those parts of the agency which Ihad not seen last year,
iz, Seaton and Anderson Lakes, and two resrves on the west side of Fraser River,
belonging to tho Bridge Rivor and Pavillion tribes.
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The land cultivated on the shores of these lakes consists of small patches of the
poorest kind of soil, with very little water for irrigation, so that the crops raised
scarcely repay the labor of tillage.

Tho supply of fish caught in the lakes is small, not enough to supply sufficient
food during all the winter.

There is a species of wild goat inhabiting the mountains, which helps to furnish
‘these Indians with food ; but tho Mg of hunting among the steep rocks frequented
by these animals is 50 great that only the young and robust are able to undertake it.

On the e, between Anderson and Seaton Lakes, there is some good land
belonging to . Smith, of Lillooet, which would make a good farm for these
Indians. Mr. Smith offered to sell this property for the small sum of $100, and T
‘tried to persuade the tribe to subscribe among themselves and lm! it.

They assured mo that they would willingly do so_if they had the means, but that
28 there aro no whites to work for, and no gold digging in the neighborhood, they
had no means of procuring the money.

At the head of Anderson Lako the tribe has somo good land on_ their reserve,
which, by clelring off the bush, will make a good farm. I found that with little
work water could be taken from the river to irrigate this land, and I marked the
line for a ditch.

All theso Indians are industrious and well conducted;and, as there is no whiskey
10 bo had, are sober.

1 passed two days st the mission on Seaton Lake, where the Rev. Father
Chirouse was conducting a weel’s religious exercises for these Indians and thoso of
Lillooet, Gsyoosh and Bridge River, who were there assembled.

Without attending such a meeting, no one would have an idea of the patience
and untiring energy exercised by these missionary fathers in trying to improve the
moral state of the Indians. Tho effects of such labor are to bo seen in the
general good conduct of all those tribes who follow the advice and obey the suthority
of the priests in all that regards morals.

1 next visited the Bridge River reserve, which extends from the mouth of and
up that river on both sides for a distance of twelve miles.

little spot which could be irrigated has been fenced and culti-
vated. These patches range in sizo from half an acro up to five acres each, and
compriso in sl sbout fifty acres. Thoy extgnd the whols length of the reserve, on
‘oth sides of the river,

About ten miles above the mouth of Bridge River, on the west side of Fraser
River, is a reserve belonging to this tribe. Here is a flat of about twenty acres of
fairly good land, and four of the tribe are constructing a ditch from a neighboring
ereek 1o irrigate the land,

There i8 1o labor which these Indians will not undertake in order to obtain
water for irri%ninn. Oftentimes the land is not worth one-tenth of the labor
expended on the ditch,

Asan example: At Cayoosh reserve the Indians completed, last spring, a ditch
upwazds of two miles long, over very rocky ground, of which nine hundred feet is
flumed. This work was done in order to obtain water to irrigate about twenty acres
of sandy and stony land, almost worthless for agriculture.

visited also & reserve, not seen last year, on the west side of Fraser River,
bolonging to the Pavillion reserve,
ere found four families who are farming about ten acros each ; and it was
evident to mo that, with that quantity of land to each family, all these [ndians would
be enabled to maintain themselves in comfort,

The Chilcotin tribes have, for the last two summers, been expecting that their
Tosorves would he marked out for them, and they express great disappointment at
the prospect of having to wait another year before they can claim avy land as their

"Theso Indians have been well condusted during the past year, and no cattle
stealing, as formerly, has occurred among them during that time.
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At the Aloxandria reserve I examined the line of ditch surveyed by Capt, Jem-
mett, on the east sido of Fraser River. The ditoh would bo about four miles long,
and ‘presents no difficulty ; but about three-quarters of a mile would have to
flumed. Tho first right of ‘water from the creek, howover, is recorded in favor of &
neighboring white selor, Mr. Cuson, who might at any timo repair bis ditoh (now
broken) and take the water for his own farm. This would deprive tho Indians of their
supply of wWater, as during the dry months, when irrigation is most required, the
oreck does not ‘carry more than enough water for uson’s farm. 1 therefore
consider the undertaking s unadvisable.

On that part of this reserve situate on the wst side of Fraser River the Indians
havo dono u surprising amount of work sinco last yoar. About ono hundred aores
have been well fenced, of which about seventy have beon ploughed and soeded. For-
tunately, a great deal of rain fell during this summer, and the crops were looking
well. Thoy” expressed their determination to fonce and break up still more lan
next year,

Somo supplies were furnished by my orders, last winter, to the sick and desti-
tato of this tribo, but very much loss than what ‘was required during tho wintor of
1

As there has been an abundant supply of both salmon and berries this summer,
thero will bo no scarcity of food among the various tribes of this agency during the
coming winter.

In'the reserves south of Williams' Lake there has been very littlo drunkenness
during the past year, but I am sorry to be unable to ssy tho same with respect to
somo of the reserves further north,

mporary check has, I hope, been put to such procecdings, by the convic-
tion and punishment of several offenders, who wero tried before the stipendiary
‘magistrate, his Honor Judge Harrison, at Sods Creok, in August lnst.
ive offenders were fined for supplying liquor to Indians, and several Indians
wero alo fined for having liguor in_their possession, and for being drunk and dis-
orderly.
At Alexandria the liguor license of one of the two houses was cancelled by the
county court judges.
The general health of the various tribes has improved since my last yearly

report.

1 ooualaai, Laey say, skt geoeral comsnst ofs s Tniimmaiin my agency
is good.
8°No serious crimes have besn committed by them during tho past year,
No disputes or troubles of any consequence have occurred between them and the
whites.

each reservo a fow acres of agricultural land for each family of the tribe,
these Indians would bo happy avd contented.
T have the honor to be, Sir,
‘our obedient servant,
WM. LAING MEASON,
Indian Agent.

Kaxsoors Acexoy,
Kaxooes, B.C,, 15th August, 1885,
The Right Honorsblo
The Superintendent General of Indjan Affairs,
Ottawa,

Sm,—1 have the honor to submit for your information my report for the year
ended 30th June, 1885, on tho affairs of tho Indians connected with this agency, as
W i
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The Nhla-Kapm-uh Tribe.

The lowest reserve on the Fraser belonging to this Tribe, that on the right bank
proper, seven miles above the town of Yale, is used by the Spuzzum band as a fishing
station, Thero is no permarent settlement thereon, Excepting about throo acres,
the land is useless for farming purposes, being covered with huge masses of rock,
the debris from the mountain behind.

Spuzsum,—Tho Spuszum Indians aro improving. Their bouses, although small
are substantially built, lighted by glass windows, and in some instances warmed by
stoves. The whole reserve was originally under timber. This is being gradually
cleared away, and the arablo portions are being cultivated. Most of this reserve is
rocky, gravelly and unfit for tillage. Water is required for irrigation, and the
Indians are making strenuous efforts to bring in & supply. They are industrious,
and earn good wages as wood cutters and section men on the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way. They seem to be in good circumstances. They have a neat little church on
their reserve.

Ke-ka-toos.—The Indians on this reserve have very little improvable land, and,
owing to the uncertainty of their land tenure, they do not cultivate the little they
have. Most of the land allotted to them is on a claim held by their neighbor, Mr.
W. L. Alexander, who, I understand, promised to convey a portion of his grounds to
these Indians, but has not as yet done so. These Indians are mostly employed on
the railroad works, and earn good wages.

‘ShutoharThis s s good selmon Aabing station. Tho small band of Tndians who
oceupy it have very little land fit for tillage. They are improving what they have,
and make enough, by working on the railroad, to support themselves comfortab]

Chat-away.—The adult Indians belonging (o this reserve have nearly all died
during the last four years, mainly from the effects of intemperance and profligacy.
A remnant of the young people, who waro taken to Tqurys-um by their mothers,
and are now old eiough to support themselves, will, accompanicd by the fow ol
men who are left, return to their grounds next winter and spring.

Skuzzy.—This is a vigorous little band. The young men work on the railroad
and earn from $1.50 to $1.75 per day. They have built for themselves & neat little
chapel, whero thoy attend regularly to their devotions, according to the instructions
which they have Teceived from the Roman Catholic Fathers, O.M.I. They have
most of their available land under cultivation, and_some of the young men have
asked me to help them to buy somo land outside of their reserve from the Govern-
ment. The land which they want is included within the railway belt.

ua-ya-um—Tho Tndians of this reserve are vory much in want of water for
irrigation. They aro somewhat discouragod theroat. As they aro comparatively
numerous, they might, by united action, overcome the difficulties attending the con-
struction of a flume and ditch from the Anderson River to their roserve. A large
number of their young men remain most of their time on the Quin-sha-atin reserve,
Nicola district, attending the horses belonging to the band. These Indians carn
oy as common carriers, They secure large quantities of salmon, which they
exchange with the Indians of the Nicola valley for other kinds of food. They seem
to be in good circumstances,

Kapa-tsetsan.—On this reserve thero is a small band of industrious Indians,
who earn good wages by working on the railroad. They have not had time to culti-
vato much ground this year, I have cjected two Chinamen off this reserve. The
chief’s son is taught at tho Anglican mission school, St. Paul's mission. The chief
pays for his board and tuition.

. M. Paktam —This resorve, situate on a high platean, doos not contain much
arablo land, What is improvable is very good, and the Indians are trying to do
their best with it. They are fow in numbérs,and have not much to complain of.

Chomok—Tho area of improvable land on_this reserve is about twelve (12)
acres. The Chomok Indians collect some gold by mining at low water. Good
<rops of potatoes are grown here by them. 1 lately ejected nine Chinamen from this
resorve,

88




-

R NI R O S A AT

49 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 4.) A. 1886

Ha-im—The Tndians of this reserve are mostly employed on the railroad.
“Thero is comparatively little good land on their reserve. They collect some gold by

Tho Indians belonging to this reserve have very ltttlo arablo land.
be making the best of what they have. Thoy earn their livelihood as
ers and railroad hands, and appear to be in good circumstances.
sk Thoso Indians have somo good Jand, but 0o aot ouliivate 8o muoh as they.
should, There are no complaints of poverty amongst them.
. Ka-tsam.—On this reserve is one of the most progrossive bands of Indians
belonging to the N-hlakapm-uh tribe. Thore are hore somo forty to fifty aores of
ood land, and tho Indians are steadily extonding their improvements over it. They
Bave brought an abundant supply of wator thorcen, by maans of a ditch and fuming,
They are building substantial houses, and seem compotent to meet their moderate
wants, They are anxious to have a sohool established amongst them. A school
established at Su-uk would meet the educationa! wants of this, the Suw-uk, Ka-mus,
Ha-im, and Cho-mok reserves.

Skappa.—This band occupies throo small reserves. Although very much
reduced in numbers, they are not discouraged, and sro endeavoring to eke out an
independent existence by cultivating the fow acres of arable land included within
the limits of their grounds, They are improving, and seom to possess all the means
necessary to meet their immediato wants.

Hiulhluk a-tan—The Indians horo are farming all the gronnd they have it for
tillage. Thoy carn good wagos by working on the railroul. A fow of them got
employment as farm hands. They scem to be prospering.

Sis-ka.—Tho Sie-ka Indians have about twenty acres of improvable land. They
<an do no good with this unless it be wll irrigaied ; and they cannot get water_on
this ground without much hard labor and at a heavy cost for lumber and flaming.
Though they are far from being destitute, they are not improving their condition.

Badah4—Thare ia s sal patch of good land on this reserve. The Indians
who have it are working vigorously to bring it under cultivation. Theso Indians
are increasing their means and comforts.

Kit-tsawat.—The boundaries of this reserve have not as yet been defined. The
Indians living thereon, being in o state of uncertainty, are afraid to make any
improvements on the land.

V-y-a.—On this reserve is a small but improving community of Indians. They
have water convenient for irrigation, and are extending their improvements as
as their limited means will permit. They have only  small extent of arable land.

H-Jumtcheen (Lytton).—Thero was at one time & large and powerful band of
Indians at this place. Their numbers are now very much reduced. Several reserves
have been allotted to them, most of which are at” present useless for farming pur-

, owing to the want of water, They earn good wages on the railroad. They
Eave numbors of hirses employed in the careying trade, and they make a largs pro-
‘portion of their winter's food by supplying the town of Lytton with firewood. At pre-
sent there is very littlo dostitution amongst them. They aro putting up a building
for a place of public worship, under the auspices of the Anglican Church, and are
doing their work in a very creditablo manner. They gro anxious to have 8 school
on or near their reserve, ~They  collect, by mining, s considerablo quantity of gold
every season.

Spacpi-am, N-aoho-meen, N-qua-kin, Strynne Na-ka-ih, Yeut, N pu-i-cheen, S'na-haim,
Sk, o k805 Tl balouiging &0 faees Fsasrums,oul irmta ats g
in summor, but spend the greater part of their winters at Lytton, whero they are,
moet likely to find omployment. Tharo ia m0 groat oxtant. of good. 140d. 0n these
reserves. ~They are well watered and may be made to_produce abundance of root
crops. 1 evicted five Chinamen last autumn from tho Ska-ap reserve, At Spa-pi-am
 Chineso furmer is encroaching on th reserve.  Tho reservo survoyor willshortly
define the boundaries of this reservation, and thusse this matter right.
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cac-min.—The Ni-cao-min Indians have comfortable houses and are extending
their improvements on their lands. Thoy have a very limited area of good land,
Most of the young men have been steadily omployed on the railroad for  the last
threo years, and somo of thom aro in good circumstances. They do a little gold

mining.

‘Hium-cheen.—Tho Tndians of thia reservo have diminished vory much in num.
bors. Thero are still some useful men loft amongst them. They aro cultivating,
some land, but owing t the want of water thoy are prevented from extending their
farming oporations. - They have a decent littlo’ church and sre gradually awakening
10 a senso of the ovil offects of continued drunkenness and debauchery. They have
considerablo property in horses, saddles and other equipments for the carrying trade,
and aro expert horsemen and packers, .

Piminos and Pak-a-ist—There is very little culfivable land on theso reserves.
The Indians are industrious, and manage to make independent livings. They have
a grievance, respecting an old graveyard, which was desecrated in the courso of rail-
road construction. They have another grievance, respecting a meadow situate on
tho high platean, fourteen miles back from their village. They claim that this
meadow was allotted to them by Mr. Reserve Commissioner Sprout. 1t has lately
been encroached on by settlers, until very little of it is left unoccupied. It lis
‘within the Canadian Pacific Railway belt. These Indians have built for themselves
a neat littlo church.

Spaptsin.—Tho Spaptsin Indians are not farming much, as they have only a
vory small patch fit for cultivation. Thoy claim that the good land allotted to
them has boon appropriated by their neighbor, an enterprising bat unscrupulons
Chinese farmer. The reserve surveyor will bo on the grounds shortly, and will
dofino the limits of this reserve according bo the Bestrvo Canmissioner's sinates of

ecision.

Nepa.—There is a small aren of good land on this reserve, but the Indians can-
not do much with it, owing to the want of water, and their farming operations are
nearly at o standstill. They make their living by working for the farmers and on
the railroad.

Paska.—The Indians of this reserve are steadily succumbing to the effects of
drunkenness. The males scem to be the readiost victims, as there aro now only five
of them left to eleven females. They are not doing much. They are not destitute.

Stlahtiltch (Ash Croft).—There is a thriving little band of Indians on this
reserve. A largo portion of their reserve s unavailable for tilling, owing to the
want of water.~ Where water can be had they are working vigorously. The
earn money by working for neighboring farmers and stockmen. Their little church
is an earnest of their good intentions.

+ha ha-nih—The rocky and mountainous nature of this reserve precludes the
possibility of extensive farming operations being established thercon. There are
some small patches of good land which the Indians are improving, with a fair show
of success. ~ This resorve being large, kas still somo unoccupied spots of good land.
“These are being gradually—with the consent of the Sh-ha-ha-nih Indians—occupied
by individuals from the Nicaomin, Skappa and other N-bla-kapm-uh rescrves, whero
y could not get cultivablo lands. The Sh-ha-hanih Indians cultivate some land
on the Klow-klow-ak reserve.

Tho N-hla-kamp-uh s fast decreasing in number, and this diminution appears
Tikely to continuo.

he numbers of married couples amongst them who have no offspring is truly
remarkablo. For instance, in tho Tqua-yaum band there are fifty-three married
couples. Of these, fifteon couples ildren, and thirty-eight couples aro childless,

Some of the N-hla-kapm-ub profess to b members of the Roman Catholic Church,
Some have adopted the teaching of the Anglican Church, In the Okanagan agency
the Wesleyans have lately been making adherents to their religious forms and cere-
monies from this tribe.
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Religious teaching has, s0 far, been productiso of a great deal of good amongst
them  and it o to bo sogroied that there are not more Ohristian misskonaties AVl
able for the teaching of these Indians.

The Sushwap Tribe.

Tiuhtaus (Bonaparte Valley).—The Bonsparto Indians cannot make much.
progeess in improving their reserves, owing 10 the want of water for irrigating, [
am trying to persuade them to join the Skichistan band at Riviore Dofunt, where
by the united means of the tws bands, water from the e amhl e

higher benches; the result of which would bo a sufficient extent of productive
land to meet the wants of both tho bands.

Ski-chis-tan.—This large roserve, through swhich flows the Sli-chis-tan (com-
monly known s the Riviore Defunt) has only a small area of land at present
available for culivation, Tho bund living on it has not the means aud force

fosarry water o the highr benches, wharo there s  argosuriaco of impro-
vable land, Thoso, Indians, aceinjaring thomsalves vory much by draakeaness,
They,are otivo and industrious whon soher, aad may yot bo roclaimed.

Kanloops—The Kamloops band is the most numerous and progressive in

this agency. These Indians continue to cxtond their improvements, an
increase the numbers of their livestock. They are active and indus and man
of thom aro kiful axomen. Last your, they sold their surplus by and othor
produce at good prices. They still colleot some valuablo furs. Somo of them are
Sxtromaly fond of ardut spints. Tharo are, howover, individuals’ amonget them
who are sober and virtuous, and who have sufficient salf respect to onable thom to
resist ordinary temptations, They are not decreasing in numbors. They havo &
well built Jittle church, which s regularly attended. They are very anxious to have &
school established amongst them.
Although the Hala-ut Indians are far behind their confréres at Kam-
loops, they aro steadily advancing, and maintain themselves beyond the fear of want.
iTho suow lies doop in thisregion. The Indians are, heretore unablo 10 keop many
head of live stocl

Halt-hum.—The Indians of Haltkum are more united, and are, therefore, more

rogressive than their neighbors of Halant. ' ey are increasing the extent of their
Seds, buikding good fences, and have built theuaselvos  small church and a council

house, They are in want of water for their fields, They attempted, last year, to
bring in a ditch, but fuilcd_in doing so, from want of skill in running their grado.
As soon as I can got a levelling instrument, 1 will stake off a line for the required
ditch.

Hiaut—This resor is mosty timbored. Thero is not much furming land
thereon. The timber will be valuablo in time. The Indians on this reserve are
industrious. They raise good mp« of potatoes and other roots, and some vegetables,
also some wheat and oats, As, with thetwo last mentioned reserves, the snow falls
10 8 depth of from two to three foet, theso Indians aro obliged to limit the number
:hha live stock they may winter, according to the means they are able to provide for

at pur)

Rbtmus.—Tbis rosarve has bean sold by the Provinial Governmont of British
Columbia.  Tho Tndians of the lakus coninus, howarer, t retor t the placsduring
the fishing season, and up to this time have not been mol

Chuk chu-qualkau—This veservois oceupied by a band o! ‘hunters ; the land isgood,
but subject to summer froste, Summer rains aro frequent; irrigation not requir
Tho Iodians living hero aro backward as furmers.  Tho région thay lve fa Sbounds

n gamo, and they depend maialy on this orthei livlihood. They collect & consider-
ab qmmy of furs, and sell some h

1 find throughout the Indians of this agency & deplorablo_callousness respecting:

the nghhs of widows and orphans. As soon as an Indian dies his relatives and friends
his effects, the males securing the lion's share, and unless,
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as sometimes happens, the widow be a determined termagant, she and hor offspriny
aro left dostitate. I havo chocked theso irrogalaritios by applying the provisions of
the Indisn Act. I find also that gambling is extremely provalont amongst them,
isterial functions have been materially interfered with by the action of
the Provincial Government of British Columbia in refusing me tho use of provincial
court. houses, gaols and constables, unless I remit to tho provincial treasury all fines
imposod and colloted by me under the Indian Aot As punishment for my past
ios in this rospeot, my fon as a justice of the poace for the Pro-
vince of British Columbia has been cancolled, 1n remitting the fines in question to
the Indian Department, I have simply obeyed orders, as in daty bound.

All the Sushwap Indians helonginghw this agency being Roman Catholics, their
religious wants are attended to by the O. M. I. Fathers belonging to the Roman
‘Catholic mission of St. Louis, at Kamloops.

T have given my report of the differont bands bolonging to this agency in detail,
s T do not know how they were grouped by my predecossor.

Some of the old Indians still maintain that the lands over which they formerly
roamed and hunted are theirs by right. I have to meet this claim by stating that
as they have not_fulfilled the divine command, “ to subdue the earth,” their proten-
tions to ownership, in this respect, are untenable.

5 T have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obediént servant,
J. W. MACKAY,
Indian Agent.

ORANAGAN AcENoy,
Kaxto0vs, B.C, 22nd August, 1885,
The Right Honorablo
The Superintendent Goneral of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sr,—I havo the honor tosubmit, for your information, my report on the con-
dition of the Indians belonging to this agendy, as follows i—

Spellumacheen.

Theso Indians lost their chief last year, and were very much divided as to who
should bo his cuccessor. On enquiring, I ascertained that ho had made an oral testa-
meat, appointing Oa hu-la-ub, his nophew, his successor. I advised the Indians to
accept the appointment, which they did. I told them that should they wish to arrange
their affairs through the medium of an organized council, elected undor the provisions
of the Indian Act, I would remain with them, and help them to procoed with the
election in proper form. They preforred, for the present, their own old may of
managing thoir affairs. These Indians are making very favorable progress. They
ave very good land to work on,

N. Kun-ap

‘These Indians are in a stato of chronie dissention as to who should bo their chief.
They hold themselves very much aloof, and do not like to bedictated to. Tho young
men aro largely omployéd as farm hands by the neighboring settlers, and are
Decoming very proficient and useful in that line. They are learning to_take little
heed of tho difforences of opinion which exercise the minds of their native leadors.
The young men are t0o much addicted to drankonness and gambling. They stake
their proparty on tho chances of cards, to the lust articlo of clothing ; and lying out
drunk, when only half clad, they contract lung diseases, which quickly prove fatal.
They are not so amenable, as they should be, to the teaching of the Roman Catholic
fathers, whoso faith they profess, They have large soctions of their reserve under
cultivation, and aro increasing the number and improving the valuo of their live

They have built a church, and a picturesque covered stand for holding public
meeting:
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The Spahamin Indians have good pasture lauds and raiso considerable numbers
of stock, They are enterprising and energetic, and find employment as stock horders,
farm hands, and on the railroad.  Like their relatives at N. Kum-ap-tix, they are
evidently decrensing in numbers.
¢ mission Indians, forty miles down tho Okansgan Lake, from N. Kum.ay

tix, have not as yet had & reservo allotted to them, They are cultivating some land
on'the the west bank of the lake, opposite to the mission, and are increasing their
Sords, The fow acros of cultivablo, 1and which they o0oipy are being gradually
encroached on by settlers, They have also been deprived of their water rights-
These ovents doter thom from extending their improvements, and keep thom in &
stato of great dissatisfaction.

The Penticton Indians are enlarging their fields and increasing the number of
their live stock. They supply themselves with abundance of milk, butter and oggs,
and are advancing steadily {owards a higher condition of civilization and comlont.
They would like to have a school in their village.

he N. Kum-ip Indians have a large reserve, the greater portion of which is
unimprovable rock and sand, Water is scare on their ground. - They are, however,
learning to make good use of what they have. About three thousand scres of the
lands which were allotted to them have been sold, under some previous understand-
ing, by the Provincial Government. These lands included all the meadows they had
along the course of the Oksnagan. They are very much exercised about this, as-
they cannot raise horned cattle without hay for winter food, and at present they
have no hay lands,

he Similkameen Indians are in @ great stato of uncertainty respecting their
reserves, According to a tracing which I received from my predecessor, nino
Teserves, each of small extent, were allotted to these Indians. 1 find that they have
now eighteen small settlements. There is not much good land in the lower portion
of the Similkameen valley, and above Chu-chu-way.ha summer frosts are frequent,
At Chu-chu-way-ha the Indians have built a small church,

The Zocht Indians are fow in numbers. They are mostly old, and comparativel
useless, They have about ono hundred acres of land, which would be improvable-
had they water thereon, To procure the water seems to be beyond their present
‘met

ans.
The N-siskat band is improving. These Indians, being surrounded by settlers,
have oceasional troublos about their water rights.

Quin-sha-atin.—This reservo is good grazing 1and, but is 100 high for farming;
night frosts being frequent in summer, Tho Indians aro extending their fences, and.
are striving to raiso largo quantities of forage, They winter hundreds of horses for
their Frazer River counfrymen, and seem to bo thriving. They have a church,
which they attend regularly. They are Roman Catholic

The Na-aik Indians are progrossing favorably. Their reserve is well adapted
for pastoral purposes, and there is a sufficient extent of arable land along the Nicola
River to raiso all the grain and vegotablos they may require. A lay missionary
belonging to the Wesloyan Charch has boen toaching these Indiaus for some mon
back. Ho scoms now in a fair way to succeed in establishing & sehool in their

village.
o Quis khan.abt roservo consists mainly of heaps of unimprovable mounains.
There is, however, a sufficient_extent of arablo land, in small patches in the valleys,
10 meet the roquirements of the small band of Indians residing thereon. Theso
Indians are contented and comparatively prosperous. They cross over to the Frazer
River for salmon, they secure game in the mountains, and raise a suflisiency of grain,
potatoes and vegetabls for their own consumption.

Excopting those of Na-ak, the Indians of this agency are all Roman Catholics,

T have the honor to be, Sir,
our obedient servant,
W, MAIGKAY,
indian Agent.
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Norruzay SupsRiNTENDENOY—Divisiox No. 4,
Porr ARTiR, ONT., 18th October, 1885,
The Right Honorablo

The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Str,—I have the hovor to forward o you my annual report of the 4th Division,
ander the Northern Superintendency, Robinson Treaty, and have ploasuro in stating
that this year the bands under my supervision have done more towards improving
in their agricultural pursuits than at any provious time, and have planted more than
double tho usual quantity of potatoes and other seeds. The Indian Boys'
Schools at Fort William and Red Rock are attended somewhat irregularly by
some of the children, who ave taken away during the time for seeding, picking
berries and fall fishings, to assist their parents. Too much cannot be said of the
orphanage on the Fort William reserve, now under the charge of the ladies of St.
Joseph.  This institution has lately been completed at a cost of $7,000 ; is a spaci-
ous building, heated with hot air, and other improvements; contains two class
rooms, one for the advanced scholars, the other for tho juniors, and is kept with per-
foot order and discipline. I may suy also that the advancoment and progress of the
children of the boys' school is becoming very & it
long the front of the Fort William mission village twelve bridges have been
built this last summer, which they were much in need of for many years past. They
were let out by tender and built’ by the Indians. The frames are all of cedar tim-
ber, planked over and well spiked down, and some with hand rails, They also dug.
1,000 foet of ditching, which drains their back clearings.
he chief, with his councillors, at my request, appointed a pathmaster and pound-
Kkeeper, and regulated the legal heights for their fences, They put on their roads
ninety-five days of statute labor; repaired and made the approaches to all their
bridges in good order; cleancd out their ditches, and made several other goneral
improvements. This is the first yoar that any such work has been dono; it was
agreeable to the more enterprising Indians ; the lazy ones did not like the work
but they found it was compulsgry, i.c., if they refused, their placo was supplied and
the amount taken out of their annuity according to the Indian Act. Knowing this
they did their two days' work each.
On tho 3rd of August I received the annuity money for 1885, _After giving due
motice on the 10th, I paid the Fort William band and had many of them vaccinated.
n the 12th of August 1 went to Red Rock; the following day I met the Red
Rock band in council to have them chooso and elect a chief, for which purpose they
had received several months’ notice, I also required a chief to witness their annuity
payment. About two-thirds of the band were present. Théy chose Pierre Duchamp,
“who was elected by acclamation no other being proposed. None of the band would bo
vaccinated having an ignorant impression that it would be dangerous, They had
this year a better crop of potatoes than usual owing to having planted now seod.
On the 14th of August I loft Red Rock and arrived at Pays Plat River the
following day whero I found the surveyor engaged by moe laying out one mile
ke Superior coast with the river running through its contre, and
farm lots being‘ out fronting on both sides of the river, four hundred feet frontage
by half a mile in longth, giving each Indian family a good farm of about
thirty acres, situated on the best river on the coast for fino trout and whitefish.
1 may mention thal about a year ago two white men had this same one mile
frontage surveyed. The Indians came o me stating that they were about to lose
their homes whero they had lived for the last thirty years. Iimmediately ropre-
sented the caso to the Crown Lands Department, Toronto, mentioning_that the
Indians had settled upon land at Michipicoton River, Pic River and Pays Plat River
{01 upwards of thirty years, and as they had no protection asked for some way of
securing them in their improvements and homes. I wrote to the Superin-
teudent-General of Indian Affairs, anulos;ng the letter and received instructions to
4
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o surveys made; this was done, much to the plessure and comfort of theso
difforent bands, who' now feel safo and encouraged to improve their own homes.
1 remained here threo days and paid the Tndians after they had chosen and elocted
their chief, Tom Eagle ; had some of the band vaccinated, and proceeded with the
surveyor and party to Pic River where we arrived on the night of the 18th. The
following morning the surveyor commenced his survey of three miles up the Pio
River—joining the Hudson Bay Company’s land or post—and portioned the land into
farms of about twenty-five acres to each family fronting on tho Pic River. The
chief and band expressed themselves vory thankfal for having had their land sur-
veyed and homes secured to them. They have a church and good school house
about the centre of their sottlement and were much in want of a teacher. Last
weels a teacher was sent to thom, Last fall tho Department, at the request of the
band, farnished them with a fine yoke of cattle, a chain and plough and I am pleased
40 report that the Indians furnished the oxen with plenty of foed, and kept them
armly in a good stablo built for the purposo at their own experse, Last winter
they drew out logs for several now houses, and_ supplied themselves with plenty of
firewood. On the 23rd of August I engaged a sail bost and sent the surveyor and

the

arty on to Michipicoton River to survey land required to be secured for

ichipicoton band, aud this has been done. On my return to Port Arthur I remained
for two weeks, in order to allow sufficient notice to tho inland Indians of the Nepigon
and Loog Lake bands to meot me and roceive their annuities.

On the 10th of September I met a bark canoo crow at Red Rock and procoeded
to the Nepigon House on Nepigon Lake where I arrived on tho 13th and paid the
Tndiana on the 1ith and 16thand had s mumbor vaceinatad, Ty bhuvo soveral good
log houses, a chapel and school house, but o school teacher. They number over
400, The most of these Indians aro neat, cleanly in their dress, and industrious.
Those living sbout the Hudson Bay Company’s post have a good crop of potatoos and
turnips. A great portion of this band live cntirely by fur hunting, and only como
in once & year to get their annuity and winter’s supply from tho Hudson Bay Com-
pany’s post.

On the 16th of September I left Nepigon House and crossed Nepigon Lake 50
miles to Poplar Lodge and thero took & bark canoo with two Indians and went to
Long Lake up the Sturgeon or Lodge River to tho height of land, and thence down
stream by the sama river to Long Lako where I arrived on tho 24th. Oa_the 25th
T paid the Indians and had the band vaccinated, and left one hundred vaccine points
to vaccinate any others who might require it. ' This band are all hunters, are in &
thriving condition and number over 300, On the 26th I started for Port Arthur
where | arrived on the 2nd of Octobor,

T have the honor to be, Sir,
our obedient servant,

J.P. DONNELLY,
Indian

Huron ViLrage o Lorerte, 15th October, 1885,
Tho Right Honorablo 7
The Superintendent-Genoral of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Siw,—I havo the honor to transmit to you herewith my annual report, with a
tabular statement thereto annexed.

You will observe by the tabular statement that trade is progressing among the
Tndians of Loretto, whilst agricultaro is decreasing. That with the oxcaption of five
or six families, who are settled on the roserve of the “Quarante Arpents,” ono mile
and a half from tho village, all the others are following different industrios.

“Tho heaith of the Tndians ofths vllago as been good.
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The children have been punctual in thoir attendance at school., and they have
‘made great progross, thanks totho unremitting energy of Miss Josephine Dubosu,
who, without any regard for her own health, devoted horself entirely to her school.
1 fear that she will be compelled to discontinue teaching at tho end of the year.

T have the honor to b, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

GUIL, GIROUX, Ptre.,
Missionary.

AxxaPouIs AND SumLBURNE AcExcy,
Anxarouts Rovar, NS, 30th September, 1885.
Tho Right Honorablo
The Superintendent General of Indian Adfairs,
Ottawa.

St8,—In cubmitting my report and tabular statement for tho year ended 30th
June, 1885, I have the honor to state, for the information of the Dopartment, that the
condition of the Indians in this agency is gradually improving.

Owing to the exceadingly rongh charsoter of the lands sot apart for tho Indians,
and the distance from market, it is, I regret to say, impossible to get them to attempt
a settlement on the roservations.

1 regret {0 have to report that the health of the elder Indians in my district has
Dot been as good as formerly; the younger membors, howover, have been unusvally

‘Fiching, furring and preparing fish oil, constituto very important branches of
industry among tho Tndians of Annapolis County, but the pricet of the two latter

ruling lower than usual, may, before spring, be the cause of some inconvenience to

those having largo families 1o support.
T have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
GEO. WELLS,
Indian Agent, District No. 1 A.

Prozou, N.S,, 24th October, 1885.
The Right Honorable
The Superintendent.General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Str,—1I have the honor to transmit the following report for the year ended 30th
June, 1885.

remarks about tho candition of the Indians can vary but little from those of
the year precoding. There has been no school taught on the reserve since last fall.
The teacher who has taught for somo time past has resigned her position for
another calling, and no one, as yet, can be found to take her place. The progress
of the children at school was very slow on account of irregular attendance.

Littlo more interest than in other years is manifested in farming, and kecping
their fields wll fonced. As they keep 1o cattle there is & great drawback in the
‘want of manuro to enrih tho sofl.  The crop consists principaily of ‘potatoes and
wheat, and with those they are fairly successful. They attend to their other avoca-
‘tions, such as fishing, coopering, &, very industriously; but although thoy earn a
good deal of money, they have no fucility in economizing.

1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
RODERICK McDONALD,
Agent, District No. 8.
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Porracs La Prammis, 14th October, 1884,

E. McCoLr, E«q.,
Inspector of
Wi

dian Agencies,
innipeg.

Ste,—I have the honor to submit my special ropoct in mphcm, togeiheswith
tabular statement in duplicate, from the 30th June till t I may say
that I have very little o report in addition to what I Have alraadymniys i my
annual report.” On the Rosscau River reserve the potato crop has been almost a
failare, on account of the grabs having eaten them off several times. I got ten acres
broken and backset on this reserve, which will be ready for crop in the spring. On
the Long Plain the crops were more prosperous ; the potatoos were pretty good and
yielded a fair return, The Indiaos dug them in good time. The wheat was & fair
crop, considering the chance it had. The yield will not be heavy; the sample is

00d; it may yield from filteen to twenty bushels to the acre. The Gorn, in all cases,

seems to bo 100 lato to ripen I got sixtoon acres of new land broken and backset on
this reserve, and one of the Indians has broken about five acres more, making about
twenty-one acres of now land, and the eighteen which was under wheat this year
will make about twenty-nine acres altogther for wheat next spring, besides about
six acres of potato ground, making on this reserve thirty-five acres whicl
put under crop next year. The Swan Lake band, on this reserve, have fifteen acres
of now land broken aind backset for next year, The eight acres of whest put in this
year was a very light crop, owing to the drynoss of the first part of the season, but I
beliove it will compare favorably with the crops in tho noighborhood. ~Although the
balk of the potatoes in that ynt oi' the country was almost a total fuilure, the crop on
tho reserve was middlin orn, being American, was of 100 late a variety
toripen. The fow peas did very we“ but as no Indians go near the reserve I do not
know what (0 do with the crop, as [ have o psy for everything that is done at the
highest rate. 1 am of the opinion that it would be better o sell everything, as from
present appearances none of the Indians will ever go there, unless they aro compelled
to. Their crops at their gardens near Hamilton's Crossing were very good; the;
have quite a quantity of potatoes and about forty bushels of corn. It being the e
native variety, it ripened well. This band declare they will never go to the resecvoat
Swan Lake. ~ They say they must get their reserve as it was first given them, o th
south mlo of the river, and the same size, and nothing else will satisfy them.

Saudy Bay band had a vory fine appearance of potatoes, corn and turnips,
BoiT e fhet ihe Amacions sorn Tarohiud thens it N ripen. They cut a large
quantity of hay. Their reserve is very mach drier than for a long time. They
Yery anxious th got the cattle they are sntitied to, as well as some of the tools, They
have their school house, L anderstand, nearly ready for tho nsido furnishing, and aa

n as I hear from them I will have the necossary fixings put in. I am afraid there
wlll be considerable trouble with this school, as there seems to bo quite a di
amongst them o religious matters, They are nearly ovenly divided, by ‘pure Indian
taking part with the Protestant portion.

“The Rolling River band do not seem to have any desire to lay their minds to
{arming. They spend mostof e timo around tho town o Minudoss Tho nstrustor
has work toget them to do anything. It was one of the finest fields of wheat
ke saw, but the ground being so very dry at the time it was sown that it did not come
up until about the middle of June, and consequently it was impossible for it to ri
The potatoes were a middling crop; they will have betw ween uld seven hunr:d
bushels. The turnips and garden stuff were not much, o dryness of the
Brst part of th season, _ Pistre Gontaje;tug far instreston A vary i
ing the Indians did not help him much. He was making a good root house to hold
the potatoes and other roots, and had logs cut lor a stable for the oxen, and b
twenty-five acres broken and a’ portion of it backset, rhon 1 was thero on the 25th of
Sn tember. I had to hire a man by the name of Duncan Cameron to cut and take

the wheat, to get it off the ground o "order that it could be ploughed. Pierre

4~
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Contois cut and put up about thirty tons of hay. He cut it on a farm of mine adja.
cent to the Indian farm, There is no hay on thoir own farm.

The Riding Mountain band are doing pretty well, but their crops were light,
this year, owing to drouth, but their grain was out of tho way of the frost. They
have their grain all threshed. One of them, George Bone, had threo hundred and

i Their potatoes were almost a fuilure, They have a number of
head in all; they are the increase from the cows and buil which
were given them a fow years ago by the Govornment. The cattlo have been taken
care of by the threo brothers Bone. They do not want to take caro of them any
longer unless they get an interest in them. ~They say that thoy have had to provide
for the cattle and tuke care of them over sinco the the Government supplied them,
and unless they get the increase they will not do so any longer.

Mr. Agent Herchmer recommended some time sgo that they should get the
increase, or that they should be allowed to give back to the Government the num
they first received, and thoso roturned ones given to some other member of the band,
who should also pay back to the Government, in a fow years, the number he obtained,
and 0 on, until the whole band would be supplied. By this plan it would give every

erson receiving cattle an interost in them ; but as it now is, po person will take an
interest, and it 1s_very difficult to get any one of them to provido for and take care
of the cattle. 1t is the samo on all the reserves where cattle have been supplied ; it
is only a few who take any interest in them. Iwould have had this report in by
the 13th of this month, bui just when I got fairly to work at it the Sandy Bay men
came for the farnishings for their school house, and it took me quite & whils o pro-
curo all the things they required.

1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
FRANCIS OGLETREE,
Indian Agent.

Sr. Peren’s, Broxex HEap axp Forr ALEXANTER AGENOY,
CraxpEsoYE, 12th October, 1884,
The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottaws.

Sim,—1 have the honor to submit a special report, with tabular statement, as per
instructions.
8t. Peter's.

1 am sorry to have to report that owing to the excessive and unprecedented
rains during harvest §lwslvo inches feli) fully forty per cent. of the wheat, oats and
barley wero lost, and fully twenty-five per cent. of the potatoes rotted before they
could be taken out of the ground. In fact, it has been & most discouraging year for

I farmers in this section.

1 discovered, after the payments here, that Ke-we-we-rauzie ‘(No. 179) of this
band, had been drawing for three children of his by a wife whom he threw away
some eight years ago; while the mother, Patahweo-toh-mookw (No. 90), a Broken
Head heathen woman, also drew for them.

Broken Head.

Thero is  first-class c1op of potatoes at this reservation, all harvested in good
order; wheat very poor; barley good ; gardens fair.

Mo-masskow-ka-pow (No.47), of this band, has been paid for ten of a family,
viz., solf, threo wives and six boys. All the family he had with him at the time of
the payment was himself, wife and two girls,
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Ho has had two other wives besides the one he has at present, but they have
notlived with him {oF years; oneof them livesat Red Lk, od the other, I beliove,
at Rosseau—both married to other men.

b 1 had nover beon cithor ‘at Fort Aloxandor or Broken Head River during

and as I understood that this special report and tabular statement was to
show fally the state of tho crops for the present year, I therefore notified the Indians,
at troaty timo, that [ woukd pay them  sist daring tho month of September.
from the agoncy on the 18th, and resched home again on the night of
the 3rd Oclobcr, Baving sxperianced vary stormy aod dissgroeablo weather,

T visited the farms and gardens, and found the people hard at work harvesting.

At Fort. Aloxander potatoes are splendid ; wheat, where it was put in in time,
food; barley, good ; corn, aboro tho avarage, and gardon stuffs, fair ; with plenty of
hay put u

On my way from Fort Alexander to Broken Head River I noticed an extensive
stako net, Tully a mile and a-half long, and I am told that the owners take away boat
loads of all kinds of fish, largo and small. No one was there as I passed, so I could
not ascortain he names ‘of tho parties,

m the appearance of this net I should say it is illegal, for, if it is not, it is
only a qneu(mn of & few years and our fish would be exterminated, us it is 50 easy
to set stakos in our shallow western lkes,

wdust from the saw mills is still thrown into the rivers, ich any ono stand-
ing on tho Broadway Bridge at Winnipeg and looking north ca

Tho close season for whitalah, rom the 20th Ootober to > tho 1st November, is
broken through in this way : & whito man hires an Indian or two, who go and fish
with him untl tho 20h Ostobor ; then tho whito man lends his nots and boat o the
Indians, who fish, but, strange to eay, never bring any home no doubt having sold
them t0 the owner of the boat.

o only excuso I oab offr in roferring to the fsherie,is that the proservation
of b 1 o duch vl importance to the Indians within my
o annual payment this yosr was the most orderly and Eroq from drunkenness
of any since I have been agent. Four persons were brought before me for having
intoxieating liguor at St. Poter's, and were punished according to law.
on Head River thers was o liguor at all. Whilo Twas at Fort Alex.
s ooy o liquor, After I left, a man, who came from Whitemonth, gave
and sold liguor tothe Indian, and althorgh 1 tried haed o ind his namo while out
there last month, I could not
aocinated over three hundred persons, fifty of whow I did this year,
Tho wandring ndians objoot Lo vaccination, and quota cases whero some of them
have died of cold taken after the o
hero has boen no epidemic abionget the Tndians daring the last years
was ably assisted at the payment of sunuities by my very competent and
axpenenaed assistant, Mr. Leveque, who thoroughly understands the business.
Ehave tho honor to be, S,
Your obediont lervxnt

A. M. MUCKLE,
Indian Agent and Farm Instructor.
Manizona Hovss,
xpiaN AcENoy—TrEATY No. 2, Ist October, 1884,
The Right Honorable
The Superiniendont Gonera o Tndian. Afhir,
Otta

2T npliion A 6 Ao e Tnspector E. MoColl, dated
Winnipeg, 20d July, 1884, I have the honor to transmit my special report on the

mit
Tndians of Treaty No. 2, and part of Treat by No. 4, and also my tabular satoment.
4y
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Lake Manitoba Band. |

Since my last report, in which T have already explained tho condition of theso
roserves, for further particalars I have the honor to stato that all the members of
this band seom at last o realizo the idea that the sooner they apply their time and
energy to farming the better off they all will be. On that account they have been
busy all summer attending moro carefully to their small plots of land and gardens,
and as 8 onsequence (hoy havo & prolty fuir crop this fall. Their bouses, stable
and collars have had better attention than formerly ; but T regret to say they are still
contending over the site of the school house, but the chief has taken the matter into
his own hand and is now building it in a central locality of the reserve, according to

romise, and will have it comploted at an early dato. Their gardens did not suffer

y frost, and with the expectation of & good catch of whitefish, they will pass a very
comfortable winter. The school was reopened after the vacstion in the old building
used for the purpose. The cattle are in good condition ; they have divided the Govern:
ment cattle among responsiblo members of tho band for keop during the winter ; they
have also on haud 3 good supply of hay, so that I do not think their cattle will safer
rom an insufficiont supply of food, if from other csuses.

Ebb and Flow Lake,

This band appear more united than formorly : for example, when members of the
band are absent, in their absence their families do not suffer, as the remaining mem-
bers attend tho families left alove. The cattlo aro in good condition, and
the stables have nndergone ropairs, and their hay yards have been newl
fenced ; they have also a good supply of hay. The school was also opened with a
attendanco after tho holidays.

Fairford.

This band are attending more closely to home matters thau formerly and are
taking greater interest in their mode of living, and are showing greater anxiety to
become civilized, by attending more thoroughly to their gardens and farms and

iving  bettor attention to the public roads and fonces. They have built several new
ouses and the old ones are undergoing & thorough repair ; they also purpose
having root houses, and they intend burning a kiln this fall, which will prove of great
benefit to the reserve in generel. T have insisted on tho fall ploughing, as their oxen
wero in good condition for the prrpose and the woather most favorable, and they
mised to try the experiment, atd | have no doubt wo shall sce a decided improve-
ment in the reserve in genoral next treaty time. The schools are to open now after
the holidays. L am of opinion that the mombers of this band have at last decided o
surpass other reserves, and why should they not, having so much better advantage.

Lake St. Martin,

In my opinion this band would be more successful if they had better councillors,
as they have overything in their favor, being on Lake St. Martin and near the
Narrows, where the whitefish abound ; they are nover destitute of flour, tea and
‘t0bacco as they always have ready sale for their fish at their doors. They ha
promised to erect the walls of a school house, and would have done 8o long ago if they
had better leaders The chief tries his bost, but the councillors are so lazy and do not

to know the examplo required of them. Some of the members are, however,
rebuilding their houses and stablos and clearing bush; the school is opened. The
cattle ars in good condition,

Little Saskatchewan,

This band, in my estimation, are the most lazy in this district. If you advise them
to try to build botter houses or stables they meet you with the ery of starvation, and
aotmatly-toll you they are starving, when they have abundance of whitefish at their
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very doors. Their litle plots of garden are kept in & shamfoful condition in some—
instances no hoeing was dono nor weeding either and the fences were mero shadows,

and the least touch would bring them down, in fact, they do not care the least for their,
Toserve and s soon s payments are over they out s litile hay and they all proceed
to the lower mouth of tho Little Saskatchewan, where they remain until Iato in_the!
fall, and I foar this will always bo tho rosult until the fishery laws are more binding,
50,45 not to enable white men to come at all times and on all occasions to by fish, a8
they lTike and encourage the Indians to leave their reserves for the purpose of fishing
1o sell to them for the triflo they chose to pay for the fish. This band are awaiting &
chest of tools and have promised to build their school house. I trust they will not
deceive us again. Their cattle are in very good condition. But {he band generally
require to bo looked after during the winter, as they aro apt at any moment to||
neglect everything under some paltry excuse. -

Crane River Band.

This band bave always shown an amount of energy, and sinco the establishment of
the school they have shown their appreciation by encouraging the teacher in
remaining as much as possible in the reserve and sending thoir children as much as

ssible to school ; they are cloaring the ground and burning the stumps ; when done,
Foousidor it will alcaces cortaialy ‘ho the. boat reserve in sy, disteioe Ior Sination
being on a high ridge with good soil. They are to b congratalated on the energy
shown, as everywhere ono looks is saen the result of their work in their nice potato
patches, woll fonced and kept free from weds; their cattlo always in good condition
and well provided with hay; stables comfortable and warm. They have made a shel-
ter for implements and are safely putting by their very large crop of potatoes, they
have learned by experience that by farming they will always exist and thereforo they
have given greater ttention to this than to hunting and fishing.

Water Hen River Band.

This bavd bave at last awakened to the realizstion of doing more for themselves
and as a result have gathered on the reservo and have shown great persistence in
sending their children to the school, which has been greatly instrumental in bringing
them and keoping them on the Reserve. They have paid greater attention to their
gardens than formerly, and have also crected an addition to the school house for a
Tesidence for their teacher. I consider that both teacher and pupils are to be con-
fratalated on tho prograes made, considering the longth of time since they have begun.
Their cattle aro well cared for; they have made quite a quantity of hay. The school
was reopened in August sfter hay making.

Duck Bay.

This band, theugh few in number, have as much progress to show in agriculture;
they have much better fences, mostly composed of spruce rails, and better gardens
and fields. They have also a larger yield in crops than former years; they are build-
ing & 00t bouse, to be used in _common among the members of the band, They
have also completed their sobool house. The cattle are also in good condition, and
the bund gonerally take a pride in their stook and are very careful in providing hay
for thom.

A
@
i

GENERAL REMARKS.

1 would take this opportunity of remarking that the bands in_general on all the
Teserses under my supervision are most anxious to have their fishing reservation
finally located, so that they could prevent any encroachment by white men or my
other parties ; they are getting most anxious, as they are afraid the whitefi
5000 bo only of the past, at the rate at which they aro killing them. Now, for an
example, this fall there are over a thousand nets in use on Fairford River and Lake

irtin,

S8t.
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With reference to the game laws as applicable to the Indians of my district, T
have the honor to bring before your notice that s regards the situstion here as well
as elsewhero in this vicinity, thero could bo mado an amondment to tho laws to mest
the requirements of the caso. For oxample, when the law comes into
duck and geese the In s are mostly always away on their hu
‘moreover, the ice remains in the lake until the 19th of May, and is generally in an
unsafo stato long before that date, which oblige the Indians to ahandon tho fishing
untilthe lake is perfoctly clear of ice. They have, as & consequence, to subsist on

amo.
S Bogarding the amount of fish sod fur oanght aod takea since Jaly, T am uzabl
to give an estimato of them until treaty time next year. I do not suppose, however,
they would amount to much, as at that time the furs are not prime, consequently not
in demand ; and as to fish, thoy aro so scarce that they are difficult to bo had at all,
keoping themselves in the deepest water of the lsko during the hoat of summer,
T have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
H. MARTINEAU,
Indian Agent,

ASSABASKASHING AGENCY,

LaKE o THE Woobs, 23rd October, 1884,

The Right Honorable
The Superintondent General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sm,—1 have the honor to submit the following report and tabular statement in
dupiicate, with respect of the Indians of this agency sinco 1st July last.

Sinco my last report no sickness of a serions nature has appeared among the
Tndians of this agency.

The supplies of provisions, twine and ammunition, supplied this year for the
Indiaos, as far as my judgment, appeared of tho best quality, and were delivered in
the best of condition and in good time to the difforont places of payment of the
annuity.

g the payments the whisky tradors did not make much by selling
intoxicating liquors to the Indians ; althongh I was told that a good number had well
prepared to make a good haul by the arrangement that was made; the payments to
take place, but their well laid plans woro all destroyod by the payments boing made
in the usual places, where thoy wero wall watchod, both by the Indians and the con-
stable. Mr. Martin Mr. Inspector McColl appointed to accompany mo during the
anouity payments, who was wll fited in ovory respect for tho duty ho was
appointed to perform, and obedient; only one Indian at the Rat Portage payment
ground was found to have drauk some liquor from some trader outside of the reserve;
tho constablo socured the Tndian, kept him in_the Rat Portago gaol until sober, and
when ho got sober, told from whom he got the liquor, but the man that gave the
Tiquor left Rat Portago before he could be canght.

Mr. Wright Mr. [nspector McColl appointed to assist mo during the annuity
payments, proved to boone of the best assistants I have had sinco I have had assie-
tants appointed to mo in my snouity payments—most attentive to his duties,
obedient, never absented himself from duty, no drinker of any intoxicating liquors,
well fitted for the duty he was appointed for.

According to insiruction I received from Mr. Tnspector McColl, to inspect the
Tosorves and gardons of the Indians of my district, [ started from my place on the
8th of September last, and on my trip I fonnd tho hay crop was not 5o good this yesr
as it was last yoar, On account of the waters boing low, and the season boing dcy in
tho early part of the summor, tho hay did not grow well'in the usual places, bat grew’
where it was usually covered with water, and very inferior, and of which the Indians
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made onough of it to wintor thoir cattle. But I am sorry to state tho heavy
rains wo had in tho latter part of the summer have béen the causo of the
waters to raise to a great height in all the lakes and rivers, and overflowed where
the hay was being stacked ; in consequenco most of the hay ‘that has been made is
destroged more or less, and I fear greatly the Tndians will loso most of their cattle,
unless some remedy could be formed to save them, whero they will likely all porish.

he barley, whoat and vegotables were all more or less destroyed by the r
before they could bo secured. The Indisn corn, tho samo that was supplied by the
Dopartment last spring, did not ripen in any place whero it was planted,
The bo of sort, but supposed mot to be the
Tight kind for the Lake of the Woods climate, The whito corn, the samo that is
grown by tho Indians of tho Red Lake of Minnesota, United States, is the proper
kind for to grow in the Lake of the Woods climate.

ho wild rico grew in_great abundance in every placo where it usually grew in
tho Lake of the Woods and Shoal Lake. The Indians secured a protty good supply
for their winter use.

The two bands of Indians of Shoal Liske had the misfortane, during the last sum-
mer, to lose all their cattle, with the exception of ono ox. Tho cattlo must have gone
into’ ove of their byres for protection against flios, and when all were insido of the
house the door must have closed, and in consequence the animals could not get_out
again, and beforo tho Indians knew of it a storm of wind and rain came on and blow
down'the buildings and the animals wero all killed by tho falling building, with tho
exception of the ox, and I fear it will die also from the injaries he received by tho
falling boilding.

Tn my trip of inspection of the Indian reserves I measured all the gardens under
cultivation, as far as my capabilities will allow in that line of business, both in the
reserves, n8 well as those ontsido on jslands, as follows:—

Tslington band, No. 29, have thirty-ono gardens on their reserves, containing
thirty-ono and a half acres, and five gardens, containing four and a half acres, outside
of their recerves.

Rat Portage band, No. 38, have fourteon gardens on their reserves, containing
sixteen and o half acres, and five gardens containing fivo acres outside of their

rves.

Big Tsland band, No. 31, have ten gardens on their roserves, containing oight
acres, and cight gardens, containing threo and a half acres, outside of their roserves.

North-West Angle, No. 33, have three gardens on their roserves, containing.
three acres. Nono outsido.

North-West Anglo, No. 34, have four gardens on their reserves, containing two
acres, and oight gardons, containing throo acres, outsido of their resorves,

North-West Angle, No. 37, have four gardens on their reserves, containing eight
acres, and two gardens, containing one-eighth acre, ontside of their reserves.

Assabaska, No, 35, have ten gardens on their reserves, containing ten and three-
quarter acres, and sixtcen gardens, contsining seven sud & quarter aores, outside of
their reserves.

Buffalo Bay, No. 36, have one garden on_their reserves, containing one and a
half acres; the rest of their gardens are in the United States territory, the ssme they
had befors the treaty was made.

Whitefish Bay, No. 32, have five gardens on thoir resorves, containing four acres
and threo gardens, containing two acres, outsido of their reserves.

Shoal Lake, No. 39, havo two gardons on their reserves, containing half an
scre, and soven gardens, containing six and a half acres, outsido of their roserves .

‘Shoal Lake, No. 40, havo throo gardens outsido of their resorvo, containing threo
acres; none on their reserves.

The two bands of Shoal Luke havo their gardens of years back oa thoir resorves,
but did not make use of them this year.

y the Indians have so many gardens on islands outside of their reserves is,
they find the islands more productive for agricaltural purposes than the main land,
103




49 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 4.) A. 1886

and another thing, they were told at the treaty to keop farming on the island, whero
they had their gardens then, as long as they liked to farm on them; but they have
all their houses built on their reserves.

0 my trip of inspection I found in all tho reserves whero tho buildings were
getting worse of the wear the Indians were preparing timber to build new ones in
their place, and repairing snd rebuilding the old ones with new wood, where it
required some.

The Islington band have a house built up as far as tho upper binders, which is
intended for & echool bouse. I advised them to build up the houze as fur as they
can manage, and let me kuow as soon us don, that I would writo {0 the Department
to give their promise of $100 assistance to finish tho building.

T am sorry to state that in my inspection I found thau of the et of carpenters’
tools that wa given to each bund, only North-Wost Angle band, No. 87, and Big
Island band, No, 31, have some of the tools remaining in_their posseseion ; all the
Test of the bands have none; all dissppeared by being lost or broken. Such as
hoes—theso are better cared for, because each family has its own tool, and taken
better care of them than tools that every individual has a right to use.

In my trip of inspaction I vaccinaied ono hundred aud nincteen souls, cildren
and a fow adults, and during tho annaity payments I vaccinated sixty-oight souls.
Most of those I vaccinated now, and during the annuity payments, wero vaccina'ed
last year, but as tho vaccine did not take, 1 vaccinated again. Oaly a fow families
belonging to the Rat Portage band have not been willing to allow their children,
as well as themselves, 10 bo vaccinated, on aécount of thoir being affocted groatly
with the venerial disease.

In the later end of the last month, Septomber, sn Indian bolonging to
the Rat Portage band was drowned whilo druok, about ono mile  below
Rat Portage town. I could not find out tho persen that gave the liquor to the

rowned man. ~Rat Portage town is really & great nost for Indians to get intoxi-
cating liquor from, and those that give liquor to Indians very seldom are caught by
the hands of the law to bo punished, and when any of them are caught und fined, as
s0on as they gt their liborty they go back to thoir dons and carcy on their trado
the same as before. The punishment is so light they soon make up their loss.
T have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient rersant,

G. McPHERSON,
Indian Agent..

SavanNE Acexoy—Treaty No. 3, 6th October, 1884,
E. McCout, Eeq.,
Inspector of Indian Agencies,

Str,—I have the honor to submit, with the accompanying tabular statoments, my
special report on Indian affairs for the bands in my agency.

Lac des Mille Lacs.

1 visited this band on the 28th of May with seed. Thoy had not begun to culti-
vate the land. All the young men wero awsy. Some had not returned from their
hunting grounds; others were at the Huronian mine, and on the railway, leaving the
old men and women to plant the poiatoes. On the 7th of July I again visited this
band, and paid them their snouitics. This band has decreased by the transfer of six-
toon familics to Lac Suel, to which place they originally belonged. I refased to pay

abowes’ secon wife, daughter of Kabiasika, of Lac Seul, This woman has
not received her annuity for two yoars, and is going to return to her band st Lac
Seul. This band is still entitled to threo cows, bat are not propared to receive them.
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T have done my utmost to persuade them to clear their land, raise suficient hay for
their cattle, bat 1o no purpose. The young men are neatly always away, and tho
gardens are poorly kept. They will have this year about threo hundred bushels of

tatoes, but the corn was a failure, The lake is very high, and had they mado hay
they would have lost it all. The supplies wero up to the samples furnished and quite
satisfactory o the Indians. They are not prepared to build a school house. ~Eight-
toon hundred and oighty-five being the year for them to receive their triennial suits
of clothing, they wish to have laced boots supplied, instead of long ones. a0-
cinated soven, and were pleased to hear that those vaccinated last year had all taken.
Deaths, two; births, three, in this band.

Sturgen Lake Band.

1 visited this band with seed on tho 3rd of June, and found Kaybaigon's widow
and four young girls on the reserve. I gave theso somo sced, aud the balance
took back” and stored at Savanne, The men were all absent some gone to the
American sido, others at tho mins and on the railway. They are making no pro-
gress in agriculture. On the 11th of July I visited this band with their annuitics,
but as the provisions had not arrived, ‘and ouly two Indians boing present, 1 could not
0 on with the payment. In the aftornoon the rest of the band arrived from Lac des
Millo Lacs, a coucil was hold, and a chief and councillor elected. I deducted 85 from
Sheogowan, who lust year drew his son’s annuity. The provisions were not up to
samples. The Hudson Bay Company's trausports, with supplies, not arriviog at
Fort Francis in time, howover, the Indiaus accepted them. 1 visited their gardens,
and the few pototoes planted by the women were looking woll. They will have
about forty-five bushels. The tools were in very poor condition. I told the chief
that a ool house should be built at once. We vaccinated thirteen. There wero
three births and one death in this band.

Wobegan and Eagle Lake Band.

On the 18th July I paid this band and distributed the provisions. At their request
T reserved flour and bacon for hay-making. The cattle furnished last yoar look well.
The Eaglo Luke band lost one cow. These Tndians scem industrious and are well
clothed ; the gardens aro well attended to and will produce a good crop. There s no
starvation among them and no whisky sollers beard of. I took inventory of all their
tools and imploments and find they are short of a good many, for which I have made
roquisition.  The chief asked o be furnished with seven and a-half bushels of early
Tose potatocs to change tho seed. I furnished this band with three scythes and
snaiths from my stores at Savanne. At the request of the chief I visited this band on
the 16th of last month, They hed lost all their hay (about twenty tons) by the
froshet and heavy gales of wind, The Wobegan Indians have six head of cattlo and
the Esglo Lako band have three bead. They are very anxious to save them, and
wish to know if the Dopartment will assist thom. Thoy wore taking up their pote-
toes—a good crop, very large but of a late kind; will harvest about five hundred
bushels. This band also wish laced boots inistead of long ones. There were four
births but no deaths in this band,

Lac Seul Band.

On the 22nd July I paid this band their annuity. They wero pleased with the
supplies and the seventy-one grub hoos farnished. I visited the gardens at French-
's Head, and was surprised at tho fine fields of potatoes, barley, wheat, corn and
garden produce, Last year over eloven thousand bushels of potatoes were harvested,
and from the number planted this year would have about four thousand six hundred
and sevonty bushels. One Indisn alone put in five bushels of wheat. They have no
loughs or harrows yet. Tho houses are well built, neat and clean. Instead of being
uddled together, they are spread out like farm houses; each [ndian strives with
the other o sce who can have the best clearing. They have a great namber of
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boards sawed and set up to dry in front of their new dwellings, and complain that
they are short of whipsaws. This band is desorving of sll_encouragement they
have been planting potatoes introduced by the Hudson Bay Company a century ago,
and ask for six bushels of early rose for seed.

Wo inspected the school in charge of the Rev. James Trvine. The building is
substantial, light and well ventilated. The children are making satisfactory progress,
but are too far away for a good averago sttendance. They all show & great desiro to
learn cven the young men wish o bo instructed. Another thing against a good
attendance is that tho parents are unablo to support the children while at school.
The only solution of the difficalty scems to bo th i an industrial school,
‘whers h childron could board and at which by their lsbor they, might eupport
themselves. We heard a class in the Fourth Book and also one in the Second Book
read. They are ablo to pronounce the smaller words but the large ones are too much
for them. ‘They have great difiiculty in pronouncing the lotters p, b, d, 1 and r,
They spell very well and, a3 was to be expected, write well, as woll indeed as white
chilgronof the same ago.” Tho school itaalf s kept vory nest and oloan, Tho Tndians
in council refused to consent to Paro Marcourse orocting & school houso at Fronch-
man's Head, saying they did not wish to havo_differont, charchos smong thom, the
one pulling oné way and the other pulling another. Arigaquomet, a councillor, Was-
over paid in 1883 ; T thereforo deducted the amount.

ewegabowitung, belonging to this band, has never been paid his annuity. The
chief and all say ho belongs to the band, but as Mr. Agent Pither had refused to pay
‘him, we said nothing conld bo done, oxcept to rofer the matter to you. With the
consent of the band, Kirkners’ family and Jobn Young’s wifo applied for commata-
tion of anuuity, This band have asked for one pair match planes, threo ploughs,
three harrows complete, four morticing picks, three cross-cut saws, four whip-saws,
four spades and the two cows still due them. ~They will bo at Wobegan Tank on the
6th January for the cattle. I told thom thoy wore not entitled to all theso tools,
but they say that the Indians aro so scattered over the reserve that much time is
wasted in going for the tools from place to place. Thero woro sixteon deaths and
twenty births in this band. Wo vaccinated forty-three, and loft fifty vaccine points
with Mr. Irvine o vaccinate any absentces.

Mattawan and English River.

1 arrived at Mattawan on Friday night, 24th July. Next morning I called a
council, and found that the chicf and his councillor was absent. I sent & messenger
to notify them that [ would pay on the next day, 26th July, at the appointed place.
After waiting all day the chief did not arrive, and as tho othor Indians were present,
T called a council and explained that this was tho place appointed by the Govern-
ment for tho payment, divided the provisions aud distributed the anuuities. I
handed to the chicf’s son his father's share of the supplics. At their request, I
roserved some flour, bacon, &c.. to be used at hay-making.

n my way to Grassy Narrows I was informed that the son of tho Eaglo Lake
cbief bad whisky, intending to trade. We gave chase, but ho eseaped among the
islands. The gardens at Grassy Narrows woro found in a satisfactory condition.
Soveral now houses were going up. Peter Ochulc has erected horo the frame of &
school house. It is 16 by 13 feot; insido 7 feot high; windows, 2 ft. 8 in. by 2 ft. 8
in.; doors, 2} by 5}; coiling, poplar poles. The building is put up in a very inforior
manner. Péro Marcouse wishes to have the Government grant sont to P, Ochul,
bat I heard that the money he reccived from the priest to aid in bnilding this school
ho appropriated o pay  portion of his debt to the Hudson Bay Company. I think
it would be more advisable to give the moucy to Pore Marcouso to purchase what
was necossary. Thero aro thirty children here of an ago to attend school. T far-
nished this band with three scythos and snaiths, parchased from the Hudson Bay
Company at Rat Portage, and sent them in by Petor Cameron. This band ask for
ono plough and one harrow, twenty grabbors, one morticing-pick, one single yoke,
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and the twvo cows il duo them. They with to bave tho cattle delivered to them
at Rat Portago on the 4th Januai they will be thero to recoive them, Last
Jear, when their. cattle. wero defiverod at. Rat Porlage, tho scason was 100 far
advanced, and they could not o for them. Births, threo; deaths, threo; vaccinated,
cight.

T have the honor to bo, S
Your obedient servant,
JOHN McINTYRF,
Indian Agent.

Berexs River Aaexor—Treary No. 5, 1st October, 1884
The Right Honorablo
Tho Saperintandant Goneral of Indisn Aflis

Se,—In nw)rdanue s roceived, T have the honor to submit, with
the accompanying tabulur statemont, my roport on Indisn affairs in Treaty No. 5,
from Ist July to tho 30th September last.

On tha &th Talv, T startad from.

minao in ardar to malea thaanonity now.
le :Lmovgn‘n donné relativement & ce
i
auires autoritls mentionsées . toutes lon i ' oo et
e i S e .m'::m::;é:‘:‘ﬁ“:d’f
les métis sous telle du Gnnummmg "ﬂm’w aux réclamations des
e i gquoi “' d’"’l‘" ne pouvait guére cor k nh.,)e ement A qcmx i n'avaient vd il
jentic_ Co conl de rcommasdntions ot el S O e T u".m.i’f:"
In enuse riclo Malgré.cela, 1 vk s
el B
e many A
ublic natare. Thus every moment of the short time allowed mo at each reserve i
llyoccupied. - Aflr tradellng dags aud ights,on the morning of the Sih July 1

ongst them, both of & private nnd

Black River Reserve.

T immediately commenced to hold an election for chief, make the annaity pay-
ments and take statistical and_other information from tho band. Isasc Passage, the
chief of the band, died daring last winter, theroforo, it was necosary to eloot another
in his stes

Tho Indians informod mo that thoy had enough food to moot thoir requirements
during the ast yoar.  Their. potato gardons wro not looking us woll us wsual, They
have boen suppliod with their fall complomentof cattle. They lost ono cow in 1880.
Ono was breachy and killed herself in gotting over & hay enclosuro. Tho other two
Soma tarved to doath in 1851, on socouat of scarcity of hay, catsed by the foading
of the lnke over their hay mesdows. The bull Siod from sickness s 1870,
exchanged a useless ox for a bull this yoar. ‘T tahos o5 hroks through the ice last
sprin, o drowned.  Thus they los al the cattle givon to them by the Dopart-
ment, and they now ask for more, Their reserve was surveyed in 1878 by J. L P,
O'anly, It "has a et area of 000 acres, wll woodod and good lsni, Thelr
Tilkiigs e o snongh bah ioatead ot Inoremsing, 1 fiad & decraase of two this
year; &ad galy’ oae acre of aaw Iand hroken, . They ssem satiafed with tho rasnage:
ment of the school by David Prince, the Government school teacher, who was sont
1 them last spring. Ho was absont during the timo that I was at the resorve, thoro-

fore T had no opprtunity of examining the schoo, nor of personally ssceriining
anything in rogard to tho progress mado by the ppils nor of the method adop

by the teacher. I was informed by tho Indians that ho was obliged to teach in &
tént, on s0doutt of the sohool hauso being unfinished, ' Tho walls are up; its
diménsions are 16 by 22 foot, with L] feo! high, I failed in gotting anyone to
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undertako to finish it for them. They are fixing up the house formerly occupied by
the late clief for the purposo. This band, as well s all_the other Indians in Treaty
5, who are within the co of Manitoba, regard the game law as a hardship
10 them. T informed the Indians of this reserve, as well as all the other Indians in
this trety, that it was not tho intention of the Department to supply soed o them
every spring, as heretofore. They expressed themselves satisfiod, but hoped the
Dopartment would yet assist them in tho event, of a failure of their crops.

On account of &tormy weathor, I was unable to move out from this reserve before
the morning of tho 10th.” The wind being favorable, on the same day at 5 p. m., L
arrive at

3

Hollow Water Reserve.

I commenced immediately to make the anonity payments, and took statistical
information that night, and on the following morning I proceeded to visit the reserve.
found no improvement whatsoever, but on the contrary their gardens appeared
noglected, consequently little to bo expected from that source this year. Their
homes were abandoned ; they had left them in the early part of spring, and had
gone into camp on a point along the lake. They informed mo that fish had been
plentiful during the winter and spring, therefore they had plenty of food and no sick-
Dess in the band.  They get all the work that thoy want from Messrs. Dick &
Banning, who have a saw mill at this place.

Their school house had been completed by Mr. G. Dick. He put in a good floor,
ceilings, three largo windows, one good door, the roof shingled, walls mudded ioside
and out. He pat in one table, two de<ks, sixteen fect long, by two feet wide, also four
benches for seats, each sixteen feet long, and ono large stove, with pipes complete, for

diang request that the Department send a teacher there as soon as.
ssible.  Their implements and tools are not properly taken care of, but left
lying about their houses and little gardens. They complain that timber has been
cuton what they claim as part of their reserve.  After having delivered the supplies,
tools and_ implements, and having had a talk with the baad, I started for Loon
Straits on the morning of the 11th, but did not proceed very far, when 1 was obliged
10 put on shore on account of the strong head wind. Tho storm lasted for four days
when 1 again started at 430 am., and arrived at Loon Straits at11 p. m., that
night, and at 6 a. m, the next morning (15th) arrived at

Loon Straits Reserve.

1 immediately commenced to make tho snnuity payments, took statistical
information and delivered the supplics, tools and implements to the band. The
informed me that they did not suffer from any want of food during the past winter
and spring, and that there was no sickness among them during the past year. Their

ta ons hud been well attended to aud looking well, but very little land
cleared since last summer. They have put up twonew houses, While some of
the Indians were clearing land for a gardon they accidently set firo o a por-
tion of their resorve, thoreby destroying & quantity of good wood. Tho land in this
Teservo is good for planting purposes, with good bay meadows in the immediate
vicinity.

The school house was, in a way, finished lnst year by the Rev. A, W. Ross, of
Fisher River ; but I must say that it is hardly fit for oceupation yet,

o band is without a school teacher, and they ask_the Department to send one
thero s soon as possible. The [ndians were vory much pleased and thaukful for
the receipt of a very complete and usetul chest of carpentess’ tools.

7 pm, on the samo evening (15th) I again started out against a head wind.
The men rowed on until 11 p.m., then camped for the night, and at 10 a.m. on the
next day arrived at
Blood Vein Reserve.

I delivered the supplies and imploments, made the payments, visited the reserve
and had a talk with the band.
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Their little gardens look neglected, and the two tumbledown houses abandoned
Their tools and implements, not taken care of, were lying aboat their little gardens
and old camps. 1 notified the chief to take proper care of them. The majority of
these Indians go away hunting in the fall of the year, return in the springtime and
live in birch bark and brush tents, scattered along the banks of the rivers and lake,
fishing for a living. They gonorally collect together—Island bands—only at tho
tim of the annuity paymonts, and in order to celebrate their medicine dauces. The
chief, Poter Stoney, is the leador and most prominent Medaw of thom all.

There are 43 children of school age in this band, but no move has beon made as
yet in getting a school houso built.

The cattle supplied by the Department to theso Indians (Island bands) have
been allowed to stray away and die for want of proper care,

e same evening (16th) I started back for Fisher River, at 4 p.m., and
camped for the night at Dog Head, at 1130 p.m., and on the following morning
moved out of amp at § .., with a fsvorable wind ‘and at 4 p.mn. that same evening
arrived at

Fisher River Reserve.

I delivered the supplies and implements that evening, and on the fullowing
morning proceeded to make the annuity pryments as quickly as possible, but was
very often interrupted by difficult questions arising out of misunderstandings and
misbehavior on the part of some of the Indians. Some of theso questions were of a
private and others of & public nature, which required immediate attention and settle-
ment.  Therefore some delay was occasioned thereby, and in consequence payments
were finished very late on Saturday night. As I had no time to spare, I was obliged
10 visit the reserve on Sunday, which took me all day to got through. On Monday
morning 1 had a talk with the band as usual. The reserve for this trugmut of the
Norway House Band was surveyed in 1878 by Duncan Sinclair, D.L.S. It has an
area of 9,000 acres. They claim that the reserve was not surveyed as !.lmy wxahod
that they did not intend to permit that their reserve should be cut in half, as it now
appears on the plans of tho survey.

The band do not wish that the Depariment should regard or treat them a5 &
fragment of the Norway House Band, they ask for the privilogo of having a chief and
threo headmen of their own, and pr rotast against the voice of the Norway House
Band at any of their elections for chief or hendmen They also ask Jee constable
t0 be appointed out of their band. The cattlo supplied to thom by rtment
in 1879, are well taken care of ; the chief on behalf of the b‘nd req\leu that the
Dopartment grant thom two oxen. as they had too much work in the springtime for
only one yoke of oxen, and could not get along fast enough with the planting, conse-
quently some were very late in gotting their sced in the ground. They again ask
for a steel grist mill; they also request to be supplied with two bush breaking ploughs,
two iron harrows and four set of strong chain traces, as those previously farnished
were worthless. Tha Thave erected twelve dwelling house! lnd nine stables during the
red here in good order. and
were all planlad “The ‘appearance of their gardens was very good when [ last saw them
in the latter part of Soptember. The men get employment at the different saw-mills
about this part of the lake, and I am informed that they ,] work well and give general
satisfaction to their employers. They had no lmuble rom soy ¥ provalont sickness in
the band, and did not suffer for want of food. h is conducted by -nd
under the management and control of tho Methmm Mmmonnry Society,
closed for about ten months, consequently. the cildren must havo frgotton a o
dul of what they had learned before another teacher was put in ehlrke by the Rev.

A W. Complaints were made by the band regnrdmx bim. They stated that
they were not willing to send their children to the school, but that they were told
by Mr. Ross that in the event of their not sending their Children to the school the
Department were goiog o close the slaohsool for good. Thoy ask for a teacher
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appointed by tho Department, and that the school bo solely under the control and
‘management of the Government and not the Missionary Society.
he teacher closed the school on the sy of my arrival there. I requested him
10 open it for my examination and inspection, but he refused to do so; therefore I was
unablo to scortain porsonally anything rogarding the teaching or progeess of tho
pupils, O tho 230 Soptambor | agasn visitod this place, but Again foand that the
school was olosed. I was informed that the teacher was away on & visit to Winni.
There are 76 children of school age in the band, but I am unable o state the
number attending school nor the average attendance, as the mission teachers do not
sond in their quarterly school roturns throngh me, s the Government teachers do,
but through the Secrotary of the Methodist Missionary Society st Toronto.
Immedistely after the business in connection with the band was finished, T
started for Jack Head, atnoon on Monday 21st. A storm brokeoutshortly after leaving,
and I was obliged to run into harbor, whero 1 remained all night. Oa the following
morning, at 3.30 a.m., I started against a strong head wind, aud at 9 p m. arrived at

Jack Head Reserve.

1 delivered the supplics, imploments and t00ls to the band, had a talk with them,
then proceeded to make the payments, and finished at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, 23rd
July.  The gardens at this reserve were looking well enough, but not as well as
usual, on account of the dronght during the early part of the season. No progress
has been made in building, clearing or breaking new lsnd. The band complain that
their reserve has not been surveyed for them yet, aud they request that it bo dono
as 8000 a5 possible, as there aro somo timber limits being surveyed in the immediate
neighborhood, and they are afraid that they may bo encrosching on what they
claim as their reserve. One cow and one ox were allotted to this fragment of the
Teland Bands in 1879, and while they were away at Dog Head receiving their annuity

yments in 1881 the cow strayed away, and the following winter was found by two
isher River Indians near White Mud River, where they sold her to an Icelander.
The headman, James Sinclair, has sinco tried to got another cow instead from the
man who sold her, but he failed to malke  settlement. In 1882 the ox died suddenly,
whilo in good condition. The band ask the Department that they seo fit to replace
these animals. They received their seed potatoes in good order; they say that they
planted themall. They ask for a grindstone, two spades, one wrench, one sawset and
oo groving picks. They also sk the Dopartment to allow them  chiof and hosdmon

 band.

for ti
Tho school was closed when I visited the reserve. Tho teacher had left in the
early part of the spring, 1 was therefore unable to ascertain what progress the
children have made since the opening of the school. The band were not satisfied at
the way the school had boen neglected. They request that another teacher be sent
in his place. There are 26 children of school age in this
r having comploted the business at this reserve I started out for Beren's
River at 7 pam. "I travelled all night and at 7 the next moraing (Tharsday, 241k)
arrived at

Beren's River Reserve,

After storing away my supplies at the Agency I distributed the supplies to the
band and then commenced the payments, On Saturday I had a talk with the band
and finished about 9.30 p'm. 'They expressed their satiafaction and gratitude for the
supplies, implements and medicines received from the Dopartment. Complaints
were mado by the band against fishermon who are making & business of fishing and

toba game laws will bo a hardship to tho Indians in this part of the Province. Thoy
ask assistanco from the Department for the relief of tho aged, sick and destituto of
110
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the band. They want a chest of carpenter’s tools, & grindstone, a pit and cross-cut
saw for the Grand Rapids (B, R.) band, six sickles, six hay-forks, six scythes and
snaiths and one grooving pic for the band. They alsorequest that the survey of their
reserve be corrected, and that it be subdivided into lots for cach family. They
represont that a great number of the Indians in tho difforent bands are under the
impro-sion that law cannot be enforced in this part of the country, consequently
crimes of a serious nature, such as stealing, house-bresking, assault, drunkenness,
poisoning, rape, and even murder has boen committed with impunity. Therefors
the band request the Department that they got & lock-up or gsol built at this place,
wherein may be summarily confined any such person disturbing the peace. - They
ask for two constubles appointed from the band. They want permission to sell the
wood cut in the reserve while clearing land for planting purposes.

ro are one hundred and fifty-two children of school age in the three reserves
of the Beren's River Band, forty-nine cach at Grand Rapids and Poplar River, and fifty-
three at Beren's River. Through the Methodist Missionary Socioty a show of teaching
the Indian children was kopt up for a while at Beren's River Reserve, but throngh
neglect and mismanagement it turned out to bo a failure, the children forgot all the
had learnod, consequently nothing has been done in that brauch of their mission wor
to benefit ove child in the reserve. Miss Jano Flett who was rocently appointed
by the Department as echool teschor for this place, hes opened the Government
Indian school. She has forty-four namos on the school roll, and a fair prospect of
having about thirty of an ‘averago attendanceat the oud of the quarter. I was
present on the day Miss Flett opened the school, and must say that there was not
one Indian child there who could read the alphabet, it therefore noeded no_ words
10 prove how little the Indians had been benefitted by the Mission school at Beren's
River. But now that the band have got what they long have asked for—a. teacher
appointed by the Departmont, who can speak the Indian as well as the English
laguage, and the school solely under the supervision and control of the Department
—T have no hesitation in predicting that there will be a great change for the better.
The band disagreed and divided in opinion and s bitter feeling arose amon
them on the question of giving consent to a grant of s pioce of land in the centre of
the reservo to the. Methodist Missionary Society, and one of the reasons
objecting advanced by some of them at the fime, was on sccount of their
school. ~ They said they did not want it to be under the management of the
mission, and they feared that an effort would be made to get the control of the school
if they got the grant of land from the Department and ostablished themselves near
the school site. But on this one point they were unanimous in objecting to their
school being under the management. of any society or party other than the Depart-

ent. .

The reservo for this band was surveyed in 1878 by J. L. P. O'Hanly, and laid
out in a large block, with a net area of 7,400 acres ; and another st Poplar River by
the same party and during tho same year, for & fragment of tho band iving at that
place. This was also laid out in & large block, with & net area of 3,800 acres. The
are two other fragments of the band ; one party living about Grand Rapids (BR)
and the rost at Pock-auge-Kum, about cighty-five miles farther up the Boren’s River.
No reserve has been laid out for cither of these bands; in fact, thero is no necossity
for doing s at present, as it is not at all likely they will be disturbed by other

oplo for many years to come. At Beren's River a fow old houses wero palled down
and others put up instead, during tho spring and summor ; otherwiso, there is no
improvement to bo seon in this reserve, There were no new houses put up at
Poplar River or Grand Rapids this summer, There aro twenty-four houses at Berens
River reserve, fifteen at Poplar River and one at Grand Rapids.
cir potato gardens looked scorched and neglocted during the summer, but.
they turned out good enough when dug up this fall, so that with care they will
manage to save enough for seed for the next spring.

On Monday, 28th July, I made a start for Norway House, but tho wind boin

unfavoravle I was obliged t0 put ashore upon an island, shortly after starting, whero
11
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was obliged to remain until tho following evening, whon the wind shiftod a point to
tho west. I thon started out, pushed on day and night, and on Friday, the 1st Avgust,
arrived at

Norway House Reserve.

On the same day I delivered the supplies and implements to the band; and as
the three years' torm of office for which the chief and headmen were elected had
now expired, I proceeded to hold an election. I found that they were unwilling to
act in the matter, as tho chief and headmen of this band received no pay from the
Department. After a great deal of talking and advising, they however consented to

6t & chief and two headmen for a term of three years. Tho old chief was again
elected by scclamation. One of the former headmen refused the office, and two
others were elected. The election lasted until 9 p.m., o that the payments could
not bo commenced that day. The following day payments were made until 10 p,
and finished at 6 p.m. on Monday the 4th. I then proceeded to Norway House,
order to got ready for a start to Cross Lake on the next day,
deputation of Oxford Indians, consisting of the chief and cight principal men
of that band, met me at this place. ~They requested mo to inform " the Department
once moro that they were willing to make a treaty with them for their part of the
country, but that they would no longer allow any party exploring o travel through
their hunting grounds without the right to do 50, that they claim the sole right to
their country as long as the Queen did not make any treaty with them,

The reserve for the Norway House Band was surveyed by Dancan Sinclair,
D.L.S., in 1877; it has a net area of 1,840 acres.

Their potato gardens wero not thriving as well as they might, for togather with
the effects of drought some of them showed evidence of neglect on the part of the
people thomsolves. I sm, however, iniormed since that, when dug up, they yielded
an averagocrop. The band had enough food during the last year, neither did they
suffor from any prevalent diseae.

The band request that the Department recognize and pay their chief and head-
men, as other chiefs and headmen. They request that the Department supply them
with the following implements and tools: twelve hay forks, twelve iron garden
rakos, two miner's picks, one grindstone, also, pit, crosscnt and handsaw files.
They request that the sick, aged and destitute be supplied with food, and that medi-
cine be furnished to t 5

The full complement of cattle has been supplied by the Department to this
band, and are well taken care of, and have raised five young animals from them.

John Menow was temporarily teaching in the” Government school since last
Februsry. There was an averago attendance of twenty-six pupils. In September
last, the Department appointed Mr. A. A, McDonald to take charge of the school in
his stead, and I am informed that on the return of the Indians from their fall fishing,
he intends to open the school in the new building, which is now about mmplazeg.
Miss Parkenson, who had been teaching school for the last winter in the Methodist
‘missionary school at this reserve, left the place along with her brother-in-law, Rev.
. Langford, about the 25th June, o that school is again without a teacher. Rev.
J. Semins is now in charge of the place, and he informed me that he had asked the
Methodist Missionary Society to send & tescher out there, but that in the event of oo
teacher being sent, he would open tho school himself. I have been since informed
that he is teaching, when his missionary daties do not call him away. I beliove
that he is & very zealous and hard working missionary, and I am suro that he will
do good work at this place. I am only sorry that the Methodist Missionary Society
have no more such men among our Indians in this part of the country.

1 must say that I believe the greatest canse of irregalar toaching at the mission
schools, by the parties sent out by tho Methodist Missionary Society, is that tho
teacher, in almost every instance, is cither a nephew, neice, sistor-in-law or some such
relation of the rev, gentleman sont out as missionary. These mon are often removed
from one mission 1o another, and, of course, along with them go the neice or
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